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SECOND INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



Respectfully submitted herewith is a copy of a European Patent 
Office Search Report (4 pages) together with copies of its 6 
cited references. 



In the European Patent Office Search Report the references listed 
with an A mean that these references define the general state of 
the art which is not considered to be of particular relevance 
with respect to the listed claims of the European Application. 
The references listed in category X mean these documents are of 
particular relevance, and the claimed invention cannot be 
considered to involve an inventive step when these documents are 
taken alone with respect to the listed claims. The references 
listed in category Y mean these documents are of particular 
relevance with respect to the listed claims; the claimed 
invention cannot be considered to involve an inventive step when 
the document is combined with one or more such documents, such 



combination being obvious to a person skilled in the art. Since 
the European Patent Office Search Report is in English and it 
points out in English the relevant portions of the citations 
listed in the European Patent Office Search Report, and the four 
US patents and the EP patent application are in the English 
language, no further concise explanation should be required. 

A PTO-1449 form is submitted listing all six submitted 
references. Translation of the foreign language references is not 
available to the undersigned. 

A Certification is also provided under 37 CFR 1.97(e). - 

This submission meets the requirements of 37 CFR §1.56, 1.97 and 
1.98(a) and MPEP 609. 
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Keisuke Shif^ya 
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MARTIN A. FARBER 
Attorney for Applicant 
Registered Representative 
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I hereby certify that the accompanying Information Disclosure 
Statement, European Patent Office Search Report, PTO-1449 form 
and 6 references are being deposited with the United States 
Postal Service as first class mail in an envelope addressed to: 
Commissioner of Patents & Trademarks, Washington, ifl^C. 2 0231, on 
May 30, 2001. 



Dated: May 30, 2001 
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New York, NY 10017 
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I hereby certify that each item of information contained in the 
accompanying Information Disclosure Statement was cited in a 
communication from a foreign patent Office in a counterpart 
foreign application not more than three months prior to the 
filing of the statement. 



CERTIFICATE OF MAILING UNDER 37 CFR SECTION 1.8(a) 

I hereby certify that the accompanying Certification Under Rule 
1.97(e) is being deposited with the United States Postal Service 
as first class mail in an envelope addressed to :1 .(Commissioner of 
Patents & Trademarks, Washington, D.C. 20231, ori May 30, 2001. 
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